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The animals in Once Upon a Christmas Eve brought brilliant gifts to offer to the babe in the woods.

Create your own Christmas wreath and display it outside your home as an offering to the animals on 

their very special Christmas Eve.

Some items to decorate your wreath: Materials needed:
-apples -leaves -wire wreath frame 

-berries -oranges   (or a coat hanger bent into a circle)

-birdseed -pears -needle

-bows -pinecones -pipe cleaners (preferably red and green)

-foliage -popcorn -string or heavy-duty thread

-grapes -twigs

-unsalted peanuts

Directions:
 1. Gather all of the materials needed.

 2. Use a wire wreath frame or bend a coat hanger into a circular shape.

 3. Cut the pipe cleaners into 2 inch pieces.

 4. Begin to decorate the wire hanger by using the pipe cleaners to fasten on the foliage and leaves.

 5. Make sure to use lots of foliage and leaves so that the wreath frame is not showing.

 6. Continue until the entire frame is covered, leaving 1 inch of wire to hang the completed wreath.

Tip:  The more foliage you use, the more full your wreath will look!

Add the animal treats:
 1. Roll the pinecones in peanut butter, then in birdseed. Tie onto the wreath with string or thread.

 2. String clusters of berries, grapes, popcorn and peanuts all together or separately in order to have 

4 different strings of goodies for the animals.

 3. Wrap the string clusters around or through the foliage of the wreath.

 4. If desired, fasten apples, pears and oranges to the wreath.  

 5. Fasten bows onto the outside of the wreath in desired places. 

Hang outside in a place where all will see and enjoy your beautiful Christmas Eve gift to the animals! 

A Wreath for the Birds



2

Name

The words below are from the story Once Upon a Christmas Eve. Based on the context in which these 

words are used, predict the meaning. If the meaning of a word is unclear from the context, return to the 

page where the word is found, use other word-solving strategies and make a prediction. After complet-

ing the predictions, use a dictionary and write the actual meaning of the words.

legend:  “. . . the moment when legend says . . .”  (page 3)

my defi nition: 

actual defi nition: 

lantern:  “The soft light from her lantern . . .”  (page 4)

my defi nition: 

actual defi nition: 

mounds:  “All she saw were mounds of newly fallen snow.”  (page 9)

my defi nition: 

actual defi nition: 

evergreens:  “. . . between the evergreens and birch . . .”  (page 9)

my defi nition: 

actual defi nition: 

journey:  “…it is time that we journey to the new baby’s bed.”  (page 13)

my defi nition: _____________________________________________________________

actual defi nition: 

Vocabulary
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manger:  “I will lead us to the manger that waits in the trees.”  (page 13)

my defi nition: 

actual defi nition: 

hares:  “. . . foxes and hares walked slowly in pairs.”  (page 15)

my defi nition: 

actual defi nition: 

valleys:  “. . . oxen strayed from valleys far beyond.”  (page 16)

my defi nition: 

actual defi nition: 

stables:  “Horses came in from faraway stables . . .”  (page 16)

my defi nition: 

actual defi nition: 

woodland:  “. . . he’s arrived in our own woodland church.”  (page 19)

my defi nition: 

actual defi nition: 

hum:  “And we’ll hum, said the queen of the now waking bees . . .”  (page 19)

my defi nition: 

actual defi nition: 

den:  “. . . a great mother bear came out of her den . . .”  (page 20)

my defi nition: 

actual defi nition:

Vocabulary (continued)
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Name

V C S T O H N S Y M M N F D N R D C Q I

H R C S A U T U Z T O R R Y C R G K E I

Y O I I V R B H S W U E G P J I Q N C C

V M E L E H E G N F N T Y X H E Y E N U

S N E E R G R E V E D N S S N E F D Q U

D F H W X B Q M M O S A U Q N S X P W B

S U L A H D N Z D D S L Y R L P V E G C

X H B H Q N K N M N T P U Q K N C B C C

Z I Y J Y J H H N P A O S Z I K O T I P

R O P Z W C Y E A Y J L W T H C L H N J

H H I R A F O K A Z C E D O A U L G J S

V A L L E Y S M A V A Y B O V B Z C M Y

U U J O H L A H N K H E Q A O Y L H R A

Q L R T I N R T S U H L K Q C W K E T D

I M T M G W T U U Z R V U Y Z  J A C S L

N E U E Y B P L Z U A M V M O J H D M J

K U R H K Y E F D Y X B X X J X V D U G

C R P Y A A N R K J E V Y E O M B V W X

S E R A H W N X Z L L D D L L R I R L W

M H P Q Z Z J S L N E M A L U R L E O Q

The following vocabulary words are hidden in this word search. The words can go vertically, horizon-

tally or diagonally. Good luck!

DEN

EVERGREENS

HARES

HUM

JOURNEY

LANTERN

MANGER

MOUNDS

STABLES

VALLEYS

WOODLAND

Word Search
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Across
 1.  a hollow cave usually where bears live

 4.  area of land covered with branches, 

shrubs, and twigs

 5.  family members of the rabbit family

 7.  buildings where animals such as horses 

are kept

 9.  a portable light

 11.  large, heaping amounts

1 2

4

5

7

9

11

3

6

8

10

Down
 2.  coniferous trees

 3.  to travel

 6.  a bed in a stable used to hold something

 8.  land between mountains

 10.  a soft buzzing sound

Complete this crossword puzzle using the vocabulary words from Once Upon a Christmas Eve.

Crossword Puzzle
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Sequencing Activity

Below are pictures from the story Once Upon a Christmas Eve that are all out of order. Cut the pictures 

out and put them in the correct order. Create a booklet by stapling the pages in the correct order. On the 

left side of each page, retell the story in your own words according to the sequence in which you have 

chosen to put the pictures.

Example:
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Sequencing Activity (continued)
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Sequencing Activity (continued)
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Sequencing Activity (continued)
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Sequencing Activity (continued)
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An acrostic poem is one where the poet begins each line with a specifi c letter. The vertical letters 

in an acrostic poem then form a message. Refl ect on what you already know about Christmas 

and also what you have read in the story Once Upon a Christmas Eve. Write an acrostic poem 

for the message Merry Christmas.

M

E

R

R

Y

C

H

R

I

S

T

M

A

S

A Christmas Poem
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Just as Kate and the animals were all very excited for Christmas day, so too are we. Make an advent 

calendar that will help countdown the days until Christmas fi nally arrives!

Materials needed:
Crayons

Glue

Green construction paper

Tag board

White construction paper

Markers

Scissors

Directions:
 1. On the piece of green construction paper, draw a large Christmas tree and cut it out.  

 2. Trace this Christmas tree onto the tag board and onto the white construction paper and cut them 

out.

 3. Draw 25 square doors on the green construction paper Christmas tree, starting at the top and 

working downward.

 4. Cut along 3 sides of each square in order to allow it to open like a door.

 5. Glue the green Christmas tree onto the white Christmas tree and then glue the white tree onto the 

tag board Christmas tree.

 6. Starting at the top, sequentially number each door, starting with 1 and ending at 25.

 7. On white construction paper, make small drawings (such as Christmas ornaments, angels, 

wreaths, candy canes, etc.) behind each door to serve as a gift to receive each day.

 8. Behind the 25th door, place a straw baby (like the one from Once Upon a Christmas Eve).

 9. Everyday until Christmas, open up a door and see your gift.  You may want to swap trees with a 

friend so that you will both be surprised at what is behind the doors.

You will know exactly how many days are left until Christmas arrives by using your Advent Calendar!

Advent Calendar
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People celebrate Christmas differently. In the story Once Upon a Christmas Eve, the animals had a very 

special Christmas tradition. What is Christmas to you? Do you have any special traditions? Below, jot 

down notes about what you and your family do for Christmas. Then, write a paragraph describing what 

Christmas is to you. Write a fi nal draft on the Christmas ornament on the following page and decorate 

your refrigerator or a corkboard with your ideas of what Christmas is.

Notes:
Christmas is . . .

Draft Paragraph:

Christmas is . . . Creative Writing
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Christmas is . . .

Christmas is . . . Creative Writing (continued)



15

Make the animals in your backyard their own Christmas tree.  Decorate edible holiday ornaments and 

hang them from the trees as Christmas treats for animals that live in your yard.

Materials needed:
Birdseed

Bread

Candy

Cookie cutters

Fruit

Honey

Nuts

Peanut butter

Ribbon

Straw

Suet

Directions:
 1. Choose many differently shaped cookie cutters (animal shapes if you have them or other shapes if 

you don’t).

 2. Using the cookie cutters, press into fresh pieces of white bread and set the shapes on a cookie 

sheet.

 3. Press a straw through the top of each shape creating a hole in which to string ribbon.

 4. Let the bread shapes harden for 1-2 days.

 5. When the bread is completely hard, spread peanut butter and/or honey over the shapes, similar 

to frosting a cookie.

 6. Decorate the bread shapes with birdseed, candy, fruit, nuts, suet, and other holiday treats that the 

animals would enjoy.

 7. String a holiday-colored ribbon through the hole.  

 8. Tie the ribbon, making a loop.

 9. Choose a tree in your backyard and hang the animal food ornaments.  

Enjoy watching the animals celebrate Christmas with the special treats you have made for them!

Animal Ornaments
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Crossword Puzzle

Across

 1.  den

 4.  woodland

 5.  hares

 7.  stables

 9.  lantern

 11.  mounds

Down

 2.  evergreens

 3.  journey

 8.  valley

 10.  hum

Answer Key
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